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LITTLE Jacques and Paul are two lost 
waifs sheltering in the French forest 
when a kindly soldier returning from 
war stumbles upon them and takes 
them under his wing. 

This is a children's book of a very 
different kind to those that are hits 
with Australian children today. 

Andy Griffith's The Day My Bum 
Went Psycho, Morris Gleitzman's 
Bumface and J K. Rowling's Harry 
Potter are a world away - 
geographically and historically - 
from this book written in the 1800s 
by Sophie, the Countess of Segur, 
French aristocrat and author born in 
1799. 

Many of her books have been 

published in English translation and 
released in Australia in the past 
couple of years, bringing them to a 
whole new set of readers from their 
original French. 

Late primary and early secondary 
school readers are at the right stage 
to tackle this novel, which offers an 
engaging story filled with the 
characters' quests for happiness, 
old-fashioned lessons in morality, 
quiet action and heavy with dialogue 
that still smacks of the time in which 
it was first written, even in 
contemporary translation. 

Big brother Jacques and 
preschooler Paul are taken by their 
rescuer, soldier Moutier, to Guardian 

Angle Inn in a quaint French village. 
The childless innkeepers, sisters 

Elfy and Madame Blidot, nurture the 
children as though they were their 
own and raise them while Moutier 
returns to his duty. 

The boys have a range of 
adventures, including the ones 
surrounding their friend Torchonnet. 

Throw in a dash of romance among 
the adult characters and this 
narrative is a sweet, optimistic tale. 

The Countess of Segur was a 
prolific children's author, and this 
volume set in a bygone era is full of 
charm. 

- Shaunagh O'Connor 
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